The Resident, on returning from the installation ceremony of His
Highness Afzal-ud-Daula, found a telegram from the Governor-General
which had arrived during his absence, announcing the fall of Delhi. He
sent for Salar Jung and communicated the news to him. The Minister
replied that the news had been known in the city three days previously.
How delicate was the situation and how imminent the peril might
be judged from the following telegram from the Governor of Bombay
to the Resident at the time " If the Nizam goes, all is lost" There was
certainly a touch of panic in the above phrase, but a keen sense of
relief was felt when it was found that the Nizam did not and would not
go. All the military men at the time expressed the decided opinion that
if Hyderabad rises a very great impulse would be given to the rebellion.
But the Nizam remained a " Faithful Ally " and kept clear of all temptation
and evil counsel.

A little before five o'clock on the morning of July 17, a body of
five hundred Rohillas with four thousand disaffected people led by two
leaders, Jamedar Torabaz Khan and Moulvi Allahauddin, attacked the
British Residency, which was then surrounded by a brick wail but totally
devoid of fortifications. The Resident, Colonel Davidson, was advised by
some of his friends to leave the Residency and go to Secunderbad, to which
the Colonel, who was distinguished for his courage, composure and
resolution, replied. " I have taken a fancy to lay my bones in Hyderabad.
If open force be used I will fight to the very last." It is strange that
the words he let fall, under stress of intense excitement and peril, did
come to pass, though under totally different circumstances; for, he died
four years afterwards and his bones were actually buried in the Bolarum
Residency compound.

When the revolt was at its height, Colonel Davidson with proper
foresight and judgment obtained a reinforcement of two companies of
Europeans, three artillery guns and some cavalry from Secunderabad.
These troops together with some Arabs sent by the Minister under the
command of Major Briggs gradually repulsed the insurgents. One of the
ringleaders, Jamedar Torabaz Khan, was shot dead while trying to escape,
and the other, Moulvi Allahauddin, was captured by a party sent by the
Minister at a village called Mullagapalii, eighteen miles from Hyderabad,
and was immediately accommodated with a free passage to the Andaman
Islands. The rest of the deserters were then taken by the Minister and
sent to the Resident. The Residency was then made as defensible as time
and means permitted; and at the close of 1857 the force at Secunderabad
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